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The Living Out Course 

 
Saturday 14 May 2022 

 
Programme 

 

Timing Title  Aim  

9.30 The Bible and Sexuality A Bible overview exploring God’s good 
purpose for our sexuality. 

10.30 Break  

10.45 Living It Out in Church 
and Society 

How can we build churches that are good 
places for those who are same-sex 

attracted and witness in a world of gay 
weddings and rainbow lanyards? 

11.45 Break  

12.00 What Does It Mean to Be 
a Man or a Woman? 

What is a Christian perspective on sex and 
gender? And how can understanding that 
allow us to respond well to real-life 
circumstances such as transgender 
experience? 

13.00  Close  
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The Bible and Sexuality 

People... 
 
Sexuality = Identity? 

 
‘I couldn’t accept who I was and didn’t want to be the person I was becoming. I didn’t 
want to be gay … After I accepted who I was, the next challenge was whether rugby 

would accept who I am … Rugby has supported me and players, spectators and 
pundits … have all enabled me to be who I am.’ 

Nigel Owens 

 

Two ways of determining identity 

 

 
 
 
What’s the universe about? 

 
 

 
 
The Bible’s Guide to Human Flourishing 
 
‘Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 
female’, and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh?’ Therefore, what God has joined together, let 
no one separate...There are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who 
have been made eunuchs by others – and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept it should accept it.’  
                 

                           Matthew 19:4-6, 12 
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‘Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 
him…Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.’   

                            

             Romans 1:21, 26-27 

 

‘Men who have sex with men…’ 

                                                                                                                   1 Corinthians 6:9 

 

‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman.’ 

‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have 
done what is detestable.’ 

                                                                                              Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 

 

God’s ultimate plan for sexuality and marriage 

 

‘Your Maker is your husband  the LORD Almighty is his name.’           Isaiah 54:5 

 

‘You will be a crown of splendour in the Lord’s hand,  
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
No longer will they call you Deserted, 
    or name your land Desolate... 
for the Lord will take delight in you, 
    and your land will be married. 
As a young man marries a young woman, 
    so will your Builder marry you; 
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God rejoice over you.’                        Isaiah 62:3-5 
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‘How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them?’   

            

                                                     Matthew 9:15 

 

 
‘This is a profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church.’   

                       
                    Ephesians 5:32 
 
 
 
‘Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come 
and his bride has made herself ready.’           

 Revelation 19:7  
 
 
 

‘One of the functions of human marriage is to express the nature of the union 
between Christ and the Church. We have no authority to take the living and seminal 
figures which God has painted on the canvas of our nature and shift them about as if 

they were mere geometrical figures.’ 

C.S. Lewis, 'Priestesses in the Church?' in Essay Collection: Faith, Christianity and the Church, p.401. 
 

 

Living as those who are engaged 

 

 

Engaging the Culture: Is sexuality better as a signpost? 

 

 

The ultimate human interest story 
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LIVING IT OUT IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

 

CHURCH AUDIT: HOW BIBLICALLY INCLUSIVE IS YOUR 
CHURCH?  
 

1) Your church family meetings include people who could be labelled 
LGBTQI+/ are same-sex attracted. 

 

Luke 5:31-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Jesus's teaching consistently attracted the irreligious while offending the Bible-
believing, religious people of his day. However, in the main, our churches today do 

not have this effect. The kind of outsiders Jesus attracted are not attracted to 
contemporary churches, even our most avant-garde ones. We tend to draw 

conservative, buttoned-down, moralistic people. The licentious and liberated or the 
broken and marginal avoid church. That can only mean one thing. If the preaching of 

our ministers and the practice of our parishioners do not have the same effect on 
people that Jesus had, then we must not be declaring the same message that 

 Jesus did.’ 

Timothy Keller, The Prodigal God, p.15. 
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2) Derogatory language or stereo-typing attitudes towards anyone would 
not be tolerated either up-front or in conversation between church family 
members. 

 

Genesis 1:27 

 

 

 

 

3) All in your church know that we all experience sexual brokenness and 
all are being encouraged to confess their own sexual sins. 

 

Romans 1:21-25 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I think that churches would be places of greater intimacy and growth in Christ 
if people stopped lying about what we need, what we fear, where we fail, and 

how we sin.’ 

Rosaria Butterfield, The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert, p.25. 
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4) Same-sex sexual relationships are never mentioned in isolation from 
other sinful patterns of behaviour, or from the forgiveness offered to all 
through faith in Christ crucified. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 

 

 

 

 

5) All in your church are hearing the same call to radical self-sacrifice of 
themselves in response to God’s giving of himself in Jesus. 

 

Mark 8:34-35 

 

 

 

 

 

6) All in your church are encouraged to develop an identity founded first 
and foremost on their union with Christ. 

 

John 1:12-13 
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7) A godly Christian’s sexual orientation would never prevent them from 
exercising their spiritual gifts or serving in leadership in your church. 

 

Titus 1:5-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) God’s gifts of either singleness or marriage are equally promoted, 
valued and practically supported in your church family’s life together. 
 

 

1 Corinthians 7:7 
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9) Church family members instinctively share meals, homes, holidays, 
festivals, money, family life with others from different backgrounds and 
life situations to them. 

 

Matthew 12:46-50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10) No-one would be pressurised into expecting or seeking any ‘healing’ or 
change that God has not promised any of us until the renewal of all things. 

 

Revelation 21:1-5 
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LIVING IN SOCIETY 

 
1) Resist homophobia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Love LGBT people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘For many, going to church is as scary as going to a hard-core biker bar might 
be to Christians.’ 

Doug Pollock, God Space, p.12. 
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3) Live and speak biblical truth 

 

Should I go to a gay wedding? 

livingout.org/resources/articles/6/should-i-go-to-a-gay-wedding  

 

 

 

Should a Christian wear a rainbow lanyard? 

livingout.org/resources/posts/47/should-a-christian-wear-a-rainbow-lanyard 

 

https://www.livingout.org/resources/articles/6/should-i-go-to-a-gay-wedding
https://www.livingout.org/resources/posts/47/should-a-christian-wear-a-rainbow-lanyard
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MAN OR A 
WOMAN? 

People... 
 

Andrew Marr: Is it transphobic to say only women have a cervix? 

Keir Starmer: It is something that shouldn’t be said. It is not right. 
The Andrew Marr Show, Sunday 26th September 2021 

 
Disconnect 
 
 
Discomfort 
 
 
Discipleship 
 
 
What does it mean to be a man or a woman? 
 
‘Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

‘So God created man in his own image, 
     in the image of God he created him; 
     male and female he created them. 

‘And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”’ 

Genesis 1:26-28 
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The image of God 
 
 
 
Male and female 
 
 
 
A given identity  
 
 
 
But what about… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does it mean to live as a man or a woman? 

 
Two parameters… 

 
External appearance – Deuteronomy 22:5; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
 
 
Different roles in marriage and/or church leadership – Debated among 
Christians 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Knowing who we are allows us to embrace how we are.’ 
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Gender stereotypes… 
 
 Often true, not always true. Generalisations, not universals. 
 
 
 Descriptive, not prescriptive. Observations, not guidelines. 
 
 
 

Putting it into practice 
 
Disconnect… 

 
Head response – We recognise that our God-given bodies reveal who we are 
as a man or a woman.  
 
Heart response – We express love and welcome. We seek to understand 
something of an individual’s experience. We express compassion for those 
experiencing the pain of gender dysphoria. 
 
Hope response – We draw from the Bible’s teaching on suffering to consider 
how those experiencing gender dysphoria might be able to navigate their 
experience. 
 

See Andrew Bunt, People Not Pronouns: Reflections on Transgender 
Experience (Grove Books, 2021) 
 

 
 
 
Discomfort… 
 
 
 
 
Discipleship… 
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QUESTION TIME 

Space for your notes
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NEXT STEPS 
1) What does your church need to appreciate about our 

changing culture? 
 
 

 

2) How could your church better share the biblical vision for 
human flourishing? 

 
 

 

3) In what ways does your church need to become more 
biblically inclusive? 

 
 

 

4) How has God most challenged you to change today? 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

• Living Out website 
https://www.livingout.org  
 

The Living Out website has been completely revamped in the last year and now 
contains a wealth of resources: 
 

- Brief animations around the theme of marriage as a trailer and the cultural 
messages on sexuality and gender. 

- A podcast from the team considering big questions – now into series three. 
- A weekly blog with a mixture of testimony, cultural reflection and Biblical 

insights. 
- Reviews of the latest books on the subject of the Bible and sexuality. 
- Video stories of Christians who experience same-sex attraction 
- Articles on key issues. 

 
• True Freedom Trust 

https://truefreedomtrust.co.uk 
 
Living Out doesn’t provide pastoral support for those living with same-sex attraction. 
However, we are very grateful for our friends at True Freedom Trust who do seek to 
do this- for individuals, families and churches.   
 

• Books on sexuality 
 
• Sam Allberry, Is God anti-gay? And other questions about homosexuality, 

the Bible and same-sex attraction (Good Book Company)  
• Ed Shaw, The Plausibility Problem: The church and same-sex attraction 

(IVP)  
• Ed Shaw, Purposeful Sexuality (IVP) 
• Rachel Gilson, Born Again this Way (Good Book Company) 
• Preston Sprinkle, People to be Loved (Zondervan) 

 
 

• Transgender 
 

• Andrew Bunt, People not Pronouns: Reflections on Transgender 
Experience (Grove Books) 

https://www.livingout.org/
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• Preston Sprinkle, Embodied: Transgender Identities, the Church and what 
the Bible has to say (David C Cook) 

• Talk by Andrew Bunt: 
https://www.livingout.org/resources/talks/4/transgender-an-introduction-for-
parents-and-youth-leaders  

 

 
 

• Cultural resources  
 

• Glynn Harrison, A Better Story: God, Sex and Human Flourishing (IVP) 
• Carl Trueman, Strange New World: How Thinkers and Activists Redefined 

Identity and Sparked the Sexual Revolution (Crossway) 
• Talk: Tim Keller on Our Culture and Identity and Christ and Identity 

http://www.livingout.org/resources/identity-in-christ-conference-
interviews-talks 

 

 
 

https://www.livingout.org/resources/talks/4/transgender-an-introduction-for-parents-and-youth-leaders
https://www.livingout.org/resources/talks/4/transgender-an-introduction-for-parents-and-youth-leaders

